Forgiving in Conflict

This whole month we have been covering the topic of conflict.  Conflict with our family and friends is something we all have to deal with.  The most important thing is not never having conflict (it’s impossible), but dealing with conflict in an appropriate Christ-Follower manner.  The question then becomes how would Christ react in this situation?  What would he do?  What would he say?  Would he stand up for himself?  Would he immediately forgive the other person no matter what they have done or how many times they have done it?  These are tough questions which run through our minds before, during, and after a conflict.  Praise God that we do not have to answer these on our own.  Colossians 3:12-14 says

“12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.”


Do these characteristics describe your attitudes and lifestyle?  If you have a complaint against someone to put on a compassionate heart and forgive them?  This is what God has done for you and me.  We need to be willing to be Jesus to others.  In Matthew 18:21-35 and many other places Jesus puts a huge emphasis on forgiveness.  If we cannot forgive those who have wronged us than how can we expect God to forgive us?  This can be easy when the offender asks for forgiveness, but what about when they don’t?  What about when they’re not sorry?  It becomes much tougher for us to forgive in these cases.  We must realize that forgiving doesn’t depend on the other person.  Until we forgive, we are held captive by the offender, and there can never be unity, peace, or closure.

If we want peace in our lives then when conflict comes remember the love that you have been shown, and be quick to forgive.  Philippians 2:5-11 reminds us that Jesus set the example for us to follow by giving up his rights for the sake of others.  Let’s be true follower of Christ who live just as he lived.  Let us be obedient to God by loving others and offering forgiveness in conflict.  If we practice this…peace is sure to follow.
