Media: Christian or Non-Christian?

I was reading an article in last month’s EC magazine (which you all should have!) and came across a topic on discernment when it comes to media. I thought it would be helpful to share some of their insights and some of my own.

1. Realize that there is no such thing as Christian music, movies, etc. A movie or a song can't be a Christian. This may seem like nit-picking but sometimes we get the idea that as a Christian we can only do "Christian" things. This is a danger because we are called to follow Christ, not a carbon copy of culture with a "Christian" label placed on it.

2. Building off of the last point, just because something isn't "Christian" doesn't mean it isn't good or that it should be avoided. I can think of some great songs or movies that don't fall under the "Christian" category, and yet portray a message that is very Biblical.

3. Art is a creative expression, and is only capable because we were created in God's image. Basically we can tell stories, sing songs, and paint beautiful pictures because God can do all those things as well. A painting is not meant to be "Christian." It is meant to convey a truth or a thought creatively that glorifies God. The same is true with a song or a movie. Therefore a good movie, song, or painting is not only one that literally focuses on Jesus or God (certainly those are great.) But a piece of art which communicates a Biblical truth or worldview also gives praise and glory to God because it is fulfilling its purpose and reflecting the creativity of God.

4. At the same time we all know what songs, movies, and other media or art we should not be viewing. The article puts it like this "You might catch yourself thinking Katy Perry's dad is a pastor, so I bet 'I kissed a girl' is a Christian song. Or, I know this movie is about people sawing each other's arms off, but at least there isn’t nudity. When that happens--when you start trying to convince yourself that something isn't as harmful as it seems--you can be sure that your sinful nature is hungry."

5. The main point is we need to get past the point of amusement (literally not thinking) and see media and entertainment as a form of art. This will encourage us to understand what message it is conveying, sending, or approving. EC sums it up well "Media isn't all bad, but you need to pay attention to the messages it's sending your way." 

Remember... we as humans are created in God's image and in Genesis 1:28 God gives what is called the "cultural mandate" or the First Great Commission. The main thrust of this command is to spread God's image by creating out of what God has created. We are creative beings because God is creative. In the past some of the most creative people in the arts (music, painting, writing) were followers of Jesus. They didn't just sing only about God or create shirts like "abreadcrumb & fish" which mirror the culture (Abercrombie & Fitch). They were countercultural, and they were pioneers. They created masterpieces of their own, not carbon copies. In many ways creative art brings praise to God, BUT WE MUST BE VERY CAREFUL in what we let influence us. This is why a holistic Biblical understanding and worldview are crucial for a follower of Christ.

Just some things to think about...your thoughts?


